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I am ſorry to find a LET TEN ſuppoſed to be publiſhed by ſome of tbe 
Truſtees of the New-Chapel, and, addreſſed to me, ſigned, Thomas Day, 7 A 
5 Secretary, as it obliges me, in ſelf-defence, to lay before the Public, the , 
Subſtance of my Exhortation to the Society at the New — upon 

Feb. 17th, 1793,—which was as follows: 


An E X H ORT AT ION, &e. 
BRETHREN, 


You know that ves I came amongſt you, both in oubliq and in 1 have 
mY been filent on the ſubject of your Diſpute, and therefore, have ſaid nothing to any 
| of you on either ſide, The reaſon of my ſilence was, 1 did not fully know what was = 
the cauſe of your Contentions. I ſometimes thought the difference was between the” ü 
twelve, and the five Truſtees, about making a New Deed, before the letter of the Old 2 
Deed required it. At other times, I imagined, that it aroſe from the people's taking 1 
1 part with the five Truſtees, againſt the twelve: And though ſome of you informed | 'Y 
4 5 me that the diflike was to the Preachers, I could not believe it, 'till I ſaw the three 4 
Letters ſigned Thomas Day, Secretary. I know that my ſilence led the zealots on both 
ſides of the queſtion to think unfavourable of my proceedings, and to condemn my 
conduct; but I waited for farther information, knowing, that, 4 he that believeth ſhall _ 1 
not make haſte.” I am ſorry that they have inſinuated in their letters, “* That the _ 
Methodiſt-Preachers are diſaffected to the preſent Government.” What do they mean ; 
thereby? is it to produce ſuch melancholy affairs as happened at Birmingham, and 
London, ſome time ago, by ungovernable Mobs ? If ſo, unleſs they themſelves renounce 
Methodiſm, they muſt ſuffer with the Body, But thank God (1 have reaſon to believe) 
Government is fully acquainted with our Religious and Political Principles, and there: —- 
| fore, we n no cauſe to fear from that quarter. The Title-Page of che Letters, ſays, 5 = 
A 2 | b 122. =_ 
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That they relate to a diſpute between the Truſtees of the New Chapel, and ſome of 
the Mcthodilt Preachers; and in page 19, they charge the Preachers with ati © ovef- 


beating Combination.“ I know of no diſpute between the Methodiſt-Preachers and the 


Truſtees, I know of no Combination among us but two: 1ſt, To take up the Methodiſt- 


Plan, juſt as Mr. Weſley left it: and adly, Our refuſing to accept of 25 per Cent. 


offered to us for ſelling the Life of Mr, Weſley, as publiſhed by Dr. Whitehead, 


This propoſal, in a leiter to me, was the firſt thing that opened my eyes in regard ta that 


_ affair, I abhorred and deteſted it, as being contrary to the Defigr. and Will of our late | 


Father Mr, Weſley, and ſaid to thoſe who were preſent when I read it, I truſt in God, 
there would not be found a Preacher in the Connettion ſo ſelfiſh, as to comply with the 


propoſal, [Mr. Welty left the profits of his Books and Manuſcripts for the propogation | 


of the Goſpel. ” But this propoſal would have divided the profit ariſing from the Life 


between the Preachers and Dr. Whitehead.] If they call theſe things the effect of a 
Combination, I acknowledge it ; for the Preachers were unanimous in taking up the Plan, 
and rejecting the propoſal, Though this Combination may offend ſome of the Truſtees, 


I am perſuaded, it will recommend us to all unprejudiced perſons, and real Methodiſts, 
Jam convinced many of the Truſtees are good and peaceable men; and believe, were it 
not for three or four perſons, at moſt, the diſpute would have been ſettled long ago. 


5 Yet I confeſs I was much ſurprized, that though I had been acquainted with ſome of 
© theſe Gentlemen many years ago, and highly eſteemed them, not one of them came to 


me in public or private, to let me know any thing of their Mind; but ſince I came to 
London have kept at the greateſt diſtance. Though I told them, ſometime ago, in a 
letter, that I was no party concerned, nor could be, till they interfered with the appoint- 
ment of Preachers by the Conference; yet they never informed me that their diſpute ' 
was with the Preachers. They ſay, „If the Itinerant Plan is preſerved, it muſt be by 


the vigilance of the Truſtees :” but to me it appears quite the reverſe, Suppoſe the 


Truſtees of the New Chapel have the choice of their own Preachers, why may not 


Briſtol, Birmingham, Mancheſter, Leeds, Birſtal, Halifax, Newcaſtle, &c. &c,—make 
choice of theirs? and if any, or all theſe Societies chuſe the ſame Preachers, (which 1 is 


not at all unlikely) they would ſoon put an end to the Itinerant Plan. In order to preſerve 


that Plan, it is neceſſary that the Conference ſhould have (as indeed it always had) the 
appointment of the Preachers. For unleſs the majority of that Body can ſay to William 
e John Pawſon, Alexander nn, wy &c. you are 88 for ſuch and 
ſuch 


3 1 


ſuch Circuits; and if you can give no ſcriptural or ſufficient reaſon to the contrary, yon 


muſt go to your appointment, Without which power in the Conference, (not in the 
Truſtees) it is my judgment, the travelling plan would ſoon come to an end, They ſay, 
«© We have ſeveral times heard of General and Select Committees, without knowing who 


they are.” I anſwer, They are a vooy of men choſen by the Society, to whom theſe. 


premiſſes by right belong; and are appointed to tranſatt their buſineſs in this diſpute : 
And when I gave my conſent to their being choſen, I did it with a view that the Com- 
mittee might be a means of ſettling the matter between the five and the twelve Truſtees; 


as 1 thought that the difference aroſe about the New-Deed ; but now I find, by theſe let- , a 
ters, I was miſtaken, The Society, in their turn, may aſk, Who is Dr. Whitehead ? And 


who are his Committee? If an anſwer is neceſſary to the former of theſe queſtions, I 


believe I can do it as fully as any one in this City : and have not the Methodiſts in 


London as good a right to chuſe a Committee as Dr. Whitehead ? They ſay, That the 
| Preachers now in London have ſet the example for indolent men, who are tired of their 


: Itinerancy, to ſpend their lives in Luxury and Eaſe. For my own part I have only dined 
with three of them, fince I came to London; and if they had told me in private that 1 


Had eat and drank too' much I would have thanked them, and have taken care fot the 
, future; but I believe that the Almighty in forming me deſigned that gluttony and 


drunkenneſs ſhould never be my beſetting fins, as my {ſtomach would never receive much | 
meat or drink at one time in my life. [I am ſatisfied, that the Preachers (now in London) | 


are as far from ſetting an example of luxury, indolence, and eaſe, as I am, if not more ſo; 
As my ſtrength of body will not admit of my going through the fatigue and labour which 


they do.] We have reaſon to thank God that our temporal affairs are much changed, 
| fince I was firſt in the London-Circuit; for when at Colcheſter, I often walked two or 


three days in the week, in the fields, while others were dining, becauſe I had nothing to 


eat, nor money to procure it: and was afraid the people where I lodged ſhould diſcover 
my poverty. But though things are changed for the better, I only deſire food and 
raiment; and have no doubt but the people, among whom 1 labour, will provide 


for me. 


It is impoſſible that ths Methodiſt Provikers mould ever lord over you, as your money 
101 in your pockets, and you can ſhut up all reſources, Whenever they att unworthy of their 


Character. I cannot Tee that the Deed gives the Truſtees any power of rejecting a Preacher, 


but Oy of e him, in eule nar can N . his grins is contrary to Mr, 
EY, Weſt . 
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Weſley's Notes on the New Teſtament, or the four Volumes of Sermons, or for immoral- 
ity of life, And I confeſs, I think, you who occupy thele ſeats conſtantly, are better 
Judges of our doctrines and conduct, than thoſe who are ſeldom here. For my part, if the 
majority of you (not the Truſtees) wiſh to be free of me, I would quietly withdraw ; and 
_ promiſe the ſame for the reſt of my Brethren: as the man muſt be a mad-man or a fool, 
who would ſtay among any people to whom he is unprofitable, You know, Brethren, 
that I have conſtantly teſtified againſt going to Law, as I could not reconcile it to the 
Dottrines of the New Teſtament, or the Rules of our Society. But ſince nothing ſhort of 
Law, would ſatisfy theſe men; and as the matter is now in the Court of Equity; I adviſe 
you to petition the Lord Chancellor, and doubt not, but he will redreſs your grievances, 
Going to Law has hurt and expoſed the cauſe of God: And (as I am informed by thoſe _ 
who were preſent) the Judges left the Bench, exclaiming againſt the Methodilts as a reli- 
gious Body, for bringing ſuch matters before them. God knows that your contentions 
have given me more pain and grief than is poſſible for me to expreſs ; and He knows, I 
have not ceaſed to cry to him, both in public and in private in your behalf. I have no 
doubt but your Diſputes aroſe partly from prejudice, and partly from diabolical influence; 
and as the only remedy to remove the one, and ſuſpend the other, I exhort you, in the | 
name of the Lord Jeſus, to join with mein ſupplications to the Throne of Grace, that , 
| God may make ore his arm and work powerfully among mA; | 
All who were W (except the Authors of the letter to me) know that the above is 
the ſubſtance of what I delivered to the Society that night. What moved the Authors of 
that letter to miſrepreſent it as they have done, I leave to God, and their own n conſciences. 
I only ſay, Lord, lay not this fin to their charge!” _ i 
I did deſgnedly omit what you ſaid of the Eſtabliſhed Church: but aſſure you it was for 
fear of uncovering your nakedneſs: For no Methodiſt Preacher ever did, and I hope 
never will ay or write ſo ſevere things of the ERaaliſhied Church h and GY: as you have 
ſaid in your three letters, page 10. | 
In your letter to me, page 6. You ſay, Do not urge us to _ more upon this ſubjeR,” . 
His preſent Majeſty had not a Friend (perhaps in all his Empire) more firmly attached to 
his perſon and government than the late Rev. John Weſley; as his publications, during 
the American War, have made manifeſt. And the Preachers and Societies that ſurvive 


bam, en uniuerfaliy, if not en, polſeſs the ſame ſentiments: : Nor can any of 
| | _ your: 


= 


"TEN 
your unjuſt inſinuations to the contrary rob them of their glory. Did none of the 
Authors of the letter to me differ with him on account of his Calm Addreſs to the Ameri. 
cans during the time of the American War? If ſo, the inſinuations come with a very 
bad grace from you. I have no cauſe to ſerve but the cauſe of God, therefore, only ſpeak. 
the truth, and ſay what you pleaſe, I thank God, the Methodiſt Preachers are out of 
your power, Had you informed the laſt Conference that you differed with the Preachers, 
and what you differed about, I am ſure they would have done every thing (conliſtent 
with the Methodiſt Itinerant Plan) to have removed your objections. To this moment 
it is mere conjecture with us, what part of our conduct has diſpleaſed you, as you have 
never explained yourſelves, 
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WILLIAM THOMPSON, 
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